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SENATE CONCURRENT

RESOLUTION No. _____ 

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION urging the Legislative Council

to direct the Census Data Advisory Committee to study the issue of

redistricting.

Whereas, Article IV, Section V of the Indiana State
Constitution states, "The General Assembly elected during
the year in which a federal decennial census is taken shall fix
by law the number of Senators and Representatives and
apportion them among districts according to the number of
inhabitants in each district, as revealed by that federal
decennial census.  The territory in each district shall be
contiguous.";

Whereas, Article I, Section IV of the United States
Constitution states, "The times, places and manner of holding
elections for Senators and Representatives, shall be
prescribed in each state by the legislature thereof. . .";

Whereas, Amendment X to the United States Constitution
states, "The powers not delegated to the United States by the
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved
to the states respectively, or to the people.";

Whereas, in 2011 the Indiana General Assembly will be
charged with adopting new district maps for each Senate and
House district;
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Whereas, it is important to consider the redistricting
procedures utilized in the past to identify opportunities to
improve the process for 2011;

Whereas, since the last decennial census there have been
many advances in technology which, if identified and
researched, could be beneficial in the redistricting process:
Therefore,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly

 of the State of Indiana, the House of Representatives concurring:

1 SECTION 1. That the Legislative Council is urged to direct the

2 Census Data Study Committee to study the topic of redistricting and to

3 make recommendations on processes that could be utilized by the

4 Indiana General Assembly to promote the establishment of easily

5 identifiable boundaries that keep communities of interest together.

6 SECTION 2. That the Census Data Study Committee, if so

7 directed, shall review the redistricting process and make

8 recommendations on ways to improve the process for 2011.  As part of

9 this review, the committee shall investigate computer programs that are

10 available to assist in the redistricting process and make

11 recommendations on the use of such programs.  In addition, the

12 committee shall make recommendations on methods to include the

13 public in the process, such as, holding public meetings or holding

14 advisory meetings with community leaders.

15 SECTION 3. That the committee, if so directed, shall operate

16 under the direction of the Legislative Council and shall issue a report

17 when directed to do so by the Council.

18 SECTION 4. The Secretary of the Senate is hereby directed to

19 transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Legislative Council through

20 the Executive Director of the Legislative Services Agency.
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